
Cumbrae-Craft: Cathedral!
Lesson 6: Part 1

The Cathedral of the Isles is the smallest Cathedral in Great Britain, 
and possibly the world. It has stood since 1849, when it was 
constructed as an Episcopalian college. Today we will be learning 
more about the Cathedral and its history and place in Cumbrae.

What to do: Explore the Cathedral and its grounds to find out more 
about its history and its current day use. Make sure to talk to 
everyone! Use what you learn to answer the questions below

1. Who built the Cathedral?

2. Name some things that ‘Friends of the Cathedral’ support.

3. What year did the building become a Cathedral?

4. Where was the Trahoun Cross found?

5. What was the Bed and Breakfast originally used for?



Cumbrae-Craft: Cathedral!
Lesson 6: Part 2

It’s been nearly 200 years since the Cathedral of the Isles was built. 
How would you do it today?

What to do: Sort yourselves into 4 teams. Your teacher will then 
each tell you the name of the part of the new Cathedral to build.

There are four areas to build:

The Tower - This is the bell tower for the church and will be the 
highest point of the building.

The Church - This is where mass is held and has things like the 
benches, altar and maybe some stained glass.

The Residences - This is the building on the side that currently has 
the library, hotel and organ - but you can do something different if 
you want!

The Grounds - These are the Cathedral grounds and can have walls, 
paths, graveyards, grass, benches or more - get creative!

Once you have your team together you can get building!

Tip: You do not need to exactly copy the current Cathedral on the 
island - feel free to get creative. Remember the most important 
thing is to cooperate and work together as a team - it’s okay if you 
don’t manage to finish it all.
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