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Beith Conservation Area Appraisal (2nd Draft) 

 
Introduction 

 

Conservation Areas were introduced by the 1967 Civic Amenities Act. The Planning (Listed Buildings 

and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997 sets out the Scottish Ministers and Local Authorities 

duty and procedures for identifying and designating Conservation Areas. Section 61 of the Act defines 

a Conservation Area “as an area of special architectural or historic interest, the character or 

appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance.” 

 

Local Authorities are required to periodically determine which parts of their district merit designation 

as a Conservation Area. Designation offers statutory protection to Conservation Areas in order to 

protect their character. Control over the demolition of buildings and structures and the lopping or 

felling of trees, is given to the local planning authority. Conservation Area status also removes certain 

Permitted Development Rights as indicated by the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted 

Development Order)(Scotland) Order 1992. The Permitted Development Rights that are removed in 

Beith are detailed in appendix 3. 

 

Once a Conservation Area has been designated, Local Authorities are required to formulate and publish 

proposals for the preservation and enhancement of those areas in order to protect Conservation Areas 

from development which would adversely affect their setting and character. It is important to inform 

those groups or individuals that express an interest in Conservation Areas and residents alike of those 

characteristics and features that must be preserved and enhanced. Policy BE4 of the North Ayrshire 

Finalised Local Plan states that the Council will commence a programme of Conservation Area 

Appraisals.  

 

A Conservation Area Appraisal is seen as an ideal way of analysing the key elements that contribute to 

the special historic and architectural merit of the area. National Planning Policy Guideline 18: Planning 

and the Historic Environment, stresses that Conservation Area Appraisals are a useful tool as they can 

identify and promote development opportunities to enhance the Conservation Area while protecting its 

character from inappropriate development. 

 

A Conservation Area Appraisal supplements the Local Plan for the area. Once approved it is 

Supplementary Planning Guidance, which is a material consideration when considering planning 

applications for development within the Conservation Area. It is recommended that planning 

applications should be accompanied by a supporting statement that demonstrates how the proposal has 

taken account of the character of the area as identified in this appraisal. 

 

Location 

 

Beith lies in the Garnock Valley Area of North Ayrshire and is located 19 miles south west of 

Glasgow. It is bounded by the A737 trunk road (linking Glasgow and Irvine) and sits on a gently 

slopping hillside, which descends from the line of the trunk road. Beith is bounded to the west by the 

Kilbirnie Loch. 

 

The Conservation Area of Beith covers the historic core of the town centre which comprises Main 

Street, Eglinton Street, The Strand, and part of Barrmill Road. The historic street pattern has been 

altered by the relief road. A detailed map showing the exact boundary of the Conservation Area can be 

found in the appendix 1.  

 

Historical Development 

 

Early History 

 

The first reference to Beith is in relation to the 6th Century Battle of Beit Woods, where the local 

population fought the Northern Picts and Scots. The inhabitants of Beith at that time were thought to be 

Druidic worshippers of Baal and the area known as Cuffhill, is said to be named after Cuff who was a 

Druidic Priest. (Source: www.monkton-farleigh.freeserve.co.uk/beith.htm)  
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In the 9th Century, St Inian, who was a well-known priest in that era, resided in Beith. St Inian has been 

credited with spreading Christianity and converting the local population to the Christian Faith. It is also 

believed that his religious work and practising of medicine led to his works being entered and 

preserved in the Archbishop of Pina’s library in 1619. Due to his service to Beith, the 18th of August 

was declared a Saints day in his honour and was celebrated with the annual local fair. This date was 

recognised and honoured up until the first half of the 20th Century. (Source: www.monkton-

farleigh.freeserve.co.uk/beith.htm, www.beith.org.uk ) 

 

Medieval  

 

In the 12th Century, the Parish, which comprised of the Barony of Beith and the Lordship of Giffen, 

was gifted to the Abbey of Kilwinning by Richard de Mareville, son and successor to the Constable of 

Scotland and the Lord of Cunningham, Hugh de Mareville. His wife, Avicia of Lancaster gave the 

lands of Beith, Bathwell and Threepwood to the monastery, to be kept in perpetuity. The transfer of the 

lands is thought to have occurred shortly before or after 1198. (Source: www.monkton-

farleigh.freeserve.co.uk/beith.htm, www.beith.org.uk) 

 

The Church of Beith originated from a chapel built by the local monastery of Kilbirnie, affiliated to the 

Abbey of Kilwinning.  The old Kirk, which is located at the Cross, was founded in 1593. In 1698, the 

Kirk town of Beith had developed into five houses along with the Manse (the original building was 

demolished and replaced with the current building) and the Kirk. 

 

Eighteenth Century 

 

In the 18th Century, Beith evolved into an important small industrial town mainly due to technological 

improvements associated with the Industrial Revolution and also due to improved transportation links. 

Beith was producing and trading successfully during this period in several industries, notably cotton 

spinning, thread making and muslin weaving. Industrialisation meant that the population grew to 700 in 

1759. (source: www.beith.org.uk)  

 

In the early part of the 1790s, Beith had five lint mills, five corn mills, three licensed distilleries, two 

candle works, a malt works, a tan-work and a tobacco manufacturing company. Beith was also home to 

numerous shoemakers, masons, house carpenters, stocking-makers, barbers, grocers, cloth merchants, a 

watchmaker and a bookseller, whose shop contained 3,000 volumes of literature.  These premises were 

mostly on Eglinton Street, the Cross and Main Street and represents the historical evolution of the town 

centre. (Source: www.monkton-farleigh.freeserve.co.uk/beith.htm) 

 

During the 18th Century, John Witherspoon lived in Beith. To date he is the most famous historical 

figure to be connected with Beith. Witherspoon after graduating in divinity from Edinburgh University 

was called to Beith in 1742, where he was a minister at the Auld Kirk for 12 years. After leaving Beith 

and emigrating to America, after the 1745 Jacobite Rebellion, he became a friend of George 

Washington. Witherspoon also played a part in the drafting of the American Declaration of 

Independence and became President of New Jersey Collage (now know as University of Princeton). He 

died in 1794 and is buried in Princeton, USA. (Source: www.monkton-

farleigh.freeserve.co.uk/beith.htm) 

 

Nineteenth Century 

 

In the 19th Century, Beith was still evolving as an industrial town and was renowned for its tanning and 

furniture manufacturing. The population had risen to 2408 in 1814, 4012 in 1851 and 6241 in 1871. In 

1851, Beith consisted of 624 houses with associated shops and industry close by. By 1856, the town 

centre had been completed and the layout remains mostly intact today. (source: www.beith.org.uk) 

 

In the middle of the 19th century, flax dressing and handloom weaving were replaced by the 

powerloom, which was being introduced in the textile industries in West of Scotland at that time, 

notably Glasgow and Paisley. During this century, tanning and currying became important in Beith. 

Two of the most successful businessmen in Beith at this time were associated to these industries, 

namely William Barr of the Bathwell Tanning and Currying Works and William Muir of the Bath Lane 

Tannery. These workshops were located behind Eglinton Street and on Buns Wynd (now known as 

Reform Street). (source: www.beith.org.uk)  

http://www.monkton-farleigh.freeserve.co.uk/beith.htm
http://www.monkton-farleigh.freeserve.co.uk/beith.htm
http://www.beith.org.uk/
http://www.monkton-farleigh.freeserve.co.uk/beith.htm
http://www.monkton-farleigh.freeserve.co.uk/beith.htm
http://www.beith.org.uk/
http://www.beith.org.uk/
http://www.beith.org.uk/


 

 3 

 

The furniture industry started in Beith between 1845-1855, when Mr Matthew Dale made furniture for 

the local population and their households, such as kitchen tables and chairs. At first, furniture was 

crafted by hand, from local wood, in household workshops due to the lack of machinery. Due to the 

success of Mr Dale, local demand increased and in turn led to Dale employing several employees. One 

of his new employees, Mathew Pollock, was one of the pioneers of the factory system for furniture 

manufacture, which superseded the traditional method of furniture making. (source: 

www.beith.org.uk/furniture.htm)  

 

From 1860 onwards, the factory system was the preferred method for furniture making and the industry 

expanded with several manufacturers establishing themselves in Beith. The industry continued to 

expand and several new factories opened in 1875 and 1885 and employed hundreds of local men and 

women. (source: www.beith.org.uk/furniture.htm)  

 

 

Matthew Pollock and John Pollock of Victoria Cabinet Works, Robert Balfour of Bark Mill and West 

of Scotland Cabinet Works and Hugh Stevenson, William Stevenson and Hugh Higgins of Stevenson 

and Higgins of Janefield Cabinet Works, became world renown for their furniture. The furniture was 

regarded as the benchmark for standards of quality in material, manufacture and finishes and this 

benchmarking was known as “Beith Quality”. (source: www.beith.org.uk/furniture.htm)  

 

In 1843, Dr Henry Faulds was born in New Street, Beith however, the building Dr Faulds lived in has 

been demolished). Dr Faulds is an important figure in the history of Beith as he was also one of the 

pioneers of fingerprinting and became the first man in history to establish the innocence of a suspect 

and assist in the conviction of the actual criminal on the basis of their fingerprints. He died in 1930. 

(source: www.monkton  farleigh.freeservce.co.uk/henry_faulds.htm) 

 

 

Twentieth Century 

 

The furniture industry continued to expand with two new firms opening in 1910 (Ayrshire Cabinet 

Works) and 1920 (Wilson and Wood of Braehead). Transportation of the furniture was done by rail 

until the 1920’s where motor transport became the favoured method of exporting furniture made in 

Beith. (source: www.beith.org.uk/furniture.htm) 

 

The layout of the town centre was dramatically altered in the 1960s due to the start of the relief road, 

which led to the historic link between Main Street and the Cross being lost and a ring road bypassing 

Main Street and linking into Eglinton Street. The buildings to the South East of Main Street were 

demolished in the late 1970s/early 1980s. Also, the Georgian villas which resided on Kirk Road, before 

Beith High Kirk were lost in the mid 20th Century, and have led to new built bungalows utilising this 

site. 

 

Beith furniture was still the benchmark for quality and the tag “Beith Made” was taken for granted to 

mean that the furniture was of the highest standard in design and craftsmanship. Furniture was exported 

to England, Ireland, New Zealand, Australia, Spain, South Africa and even South America. (source: 

www.beith.org.uk/furniture.htm) 

 

However, as the heavy manufacturing industries started to decline after 1950, this impacted on the 

furniture industries of Beith. Moreover, the inability of the furniture industry to try and compete with 

self-assembly furniture firms and their subsequent increase in popularity. The last big furniture 

manufacturing firm, Beithcraft (previously known as Balfours) closed in 1983 with the loss of 420 

jobs. With this closure came the end of Beith’s world renowned reputation for furniture making. 

(source: www.beith.org.uk/furniture.htm) 

 

Townscape Appraisal 

 

Topography 

 

Within the Conservation Area, there are distinct changes in the level of land, which have shaped the 

urban pattern within town centre. Main Street gently descends into the B7049 Relief Road, which links 

http://www.beith.org.uk/furniture.html
http://www.beith.org.uk/furniture.html
http://www.beith.org.uk/furniture.html
http://www.monkton-farleigh.freeservce.co.uk/henry_faulds.htlm
http://www.beith.org.uk/furniture.html
http://www.beith.org.uk/furniture.html
http://www.beith.org.uk/furniture.html
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into the Cross and Eglinton Street. The B7049 relief road gently rises from before the Cross and levels 

off into Eglinton Street. The land rises steeply at the intersection of Eglinton Street and the Strand and 

continues to rise along Townhead Street gently curving and levelling off on Kirk Road and Barrmill 

Road, just after the conservation area boundary ends. Braehead curves into Blackburn Road and 

descends until it meets the northern section of Kirk Road, which is outwith the conservation area. 

 

Open Space 

 

The open space in the conservation area varies in type and extent. Part of Bellsdale Park is contained 

within the Conservation Area and adds to the character of the Conservation Area. The Cross has an 

area of public amenity open space which complements the setting of the Kirk. In the immediate vicinity 

of the Cross, there is an area of public amenity open space which lies to the South of Main Street and at 

the foot of New Street. The Commemorative Fountain also adds another element of public space, 

which is at the junction where the Braehead intersects with The Strand 

 

Private space is dominated by garden space to the rear of the properties on Eglinton Street and to the 

front and rear of properties on Eglinton Street (outwith the terraced properties), Barrmill Road, Kirk 

Road, Beith High Kirk and the Old Parish Church at the Cross. This private space adds to the setting 

and character of the Conservation Area. 

 

Street Pattern 

 

The street pattern within the conservation area comprises Eglinton Street, the Cross, The Strand and 

Main Street. Unfortunately, the B7049 relief road has meant that the historic street pattern between the 

Cross and Main Street has been lost. However, the historic curve of the building form remains at the 

Cross, which is an important element of the streetscape. Outwith the main routes, there is the link 

between Blackburn Road, Braehead and Kirk Road.  

 

Plot Pattern 

 

The conservation area exhibits many traits and characteristics of are typical of an 18th Century 

industrial town. Within Eglinton Street, the Cross and Main Street, this has resulted in a clearly defined 

public and private space, in terraced buildings and villas that follow the lines of the street, with the 

exception of Taynish and Knockbuckle, which are set back from Barrmill Road.  

 

The villas on Eglinton Street, Braehead and Barrmill Road in addition to the terraced housing on 

Townhead Street, occupy large plot sizes with large gardens, which are predominately to the rear of the 

properties.  

 

Buildings 

 

Beith exhibits many fine buildings within the conservation area. The oldest surviving structure is the 

remains of the Old Parish Church, which is a Category B listed building and is located at the Cross. 

This structure was built in the 16th Century and although the church is no longer used, it still is visually 

impressive and enhances the Cross.  

 

In terms of the setting and grouping of buildings, there are many examples of these within the 

conservation area. However, in terms of significance, 2-8 Eglinton Street and 22-32 the Cross (all built 

in the mid 18th Century), are architecturally significant as they curve into wards the Old Parish Church. 

In terms of historical significance, No 30 the Cross is an important part of Beith’s history as the 

Reverent John Witherspoon owned this building. 

 

The buildings within the conservation area were built from the early 18th to late 19th Century and there 

are many examples of fine individual buildings within the conservation area, which typifies Georgian 

and Victorian architecture. An example is 76 Eglinton Street (constructed in 1840) which is typical of 

Victorian architecture with its traditional railings and Greek style pilasters at the entrance of the 

building.  

 

No 2, the Strand (the former library building built in the 19th Century) and the Clydesdale Bank (1902-

6) also add to the character of the Strand due to their architectural detail and also due to their location 
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adjacent to the Townhouse and the terraced houses which climb Townhead Street. No 2 (Knockbuckle) 

and 4 (Taynish) Barrmill Road, both built in the 19th Century are two fine buildings which also 

contribute to the setting of the visually impressive Beith High Kirk (1807 –1810). 

 

Views  

 

There are several views within the conservation area although these are brought about by the formal 

and informal street pattern. There is a formal view of the Cross and the Old Parish Church from the 

point where Braehead curves into Blackburn Road. The entire length of Eglinton Street can be viewed 

from the Cross and at the most Southern point of Main Street. Also, the historical street pattern of Main 

Street can be viewed from the Cross and from Wilson Street.  

 

Views of the Conservation Area can be seen from outwith the boundary of the Conservation Area on 

the main axis, which allows views of Eglinton Street, Main Street, The Cross and part of Townhead 

Street.  

 

Building Materials 

 

The conservation area is characterised by a high standard of traditional building materials which 

include mostly sandstone, slate, timber and cast-iron. The earliest buildings are constructed using 

locally quarried sandstone. The slates are dark-grey/black West-Highland type. 

 

Windows and Doors 

 

Within the conservation area, windows and doors would have been constructed using soft-woods such 

as pine. Many of the original doors and windows remain and those that do positively contribute to the 

conservation area. However, there are examples of modern replicas, which detract from the original 

architectural detail of the buildings. 

 

Townscape Detail 
 

Boundary Treatments 

 

There are a wide variety of boundary treatments within the conservation area. The oldest surviving 

boundary is the stone wall that runs along much of the frontage of the Old Parish Church. This wall 

was constructed of rubbled sandstone. 

 

Adjacent to the Cross is a high stone wall that curves into New Street and it is an important boundary 

feature. There are various other walls, mostly associated with the villas that are within the conservation 

area and many of the original railings have been removed. Other boundary treatments being exhibited 

in the conservation area are mostly hedges and low walls of modern construction.  

 

On Main Street, red steel bollards appear to the north, just before Wilson Street and to the South. These 

bollards were installed in the 198os as a traffic management system.  Modern steel railings line both 

sides of the Cross at the points where it curves into Eglinton Street and these were installed to increase 

public safety. 

 

Trees 

 

Mature trees of a variety of species, including ash, rowan, sycamore, maple, beech and chestnut are to 

be found in the grounds of the Old Kirk and Beith High Church and also at the public open space at the 

southern end of Main Street. There are examples of other varieties of trees, planted in the grounds of 

properties on Barrmill Road and Kirk Road, which add to the character and setting of the area.  

 

Street Surfaces 

 

Roadways are almost exclusively tarmac with a mixture of tarmac and concrete paving slabs to the 

footway, except at the The Cross where concrete paviers have been employed with the recently 

completed public realm area.  
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Lamp Standards 

 

All lamp standards within the conservation area are of a standard modern design, except at The Cross, 

where a sympathetic but modern design has been employed to enhance the setting of the buildings. 

 

Key Features 

 

The assessment sets out the specific details which gives the conservation area its particular character 

and appearance. In terms of enhancing the character and appearance of the area there are some 

elements of conservation areas that contribute to a greater extent than other elements. These key 

features are as follows: 

 

 Historic Street Pattern; 

 Historic Buildings; 

 The Cross; 

 Narrow building plots; 

 Formal building lines; 

 Use of traditional materials: natural stone, sandstone, slate and timber; 

 Traditional Dormers and window details 

 

From the assessment of the Conservation Area, the Council has concluded that the Conservation Area 

boundary of Beith should not be extended. Consideration was given to extending the boundary to 

included Wilson Street, however, it was concluded that Wilson Street does not have enough 

architectural merit to justify re-designating the Conservation Area boundary of Beith. 

 

Preservation and Enhancement 

 

The Council, as a planning authority, has a statutory duty to prepare schemes for the preservation and 

enhancement of the conservation areas within its boundary. The day to day work of Development 

Control provides the core element on which preservation and enhancement proposals are based on 

policies contained within the local plans or supplementary guidance. 

 

However, it is important that the Council takes a proactive approach to the enhancement of 

conservation areas. Therefore, this can allow the management of conservation areas to be tied into 

regeneration and other objectives of social inclusion and sustainable communities. The Townscape 

Heritage Initiative at the Cross has been concluded resulting in the buildings at The Cross being 

regenerated and brought back into a viable use. However, the THI is coming to an end and other 

initiatives may be brought forward, such as a Town Scheme. 

 

A Town Scheme is a partnership approach with Historic Scotland, The Council and the private owners 

of buildings and allows a modest scheme of repair to be undertaken to a general standard that has been 

agreed beforehand between the Council and Historic Scotland. The owner is required to fund 50% of 

the costs of the repairs and Historic Scotland and the Council will fund the other 50%.     

 

In this instance, the Council has identified a number of initiatives that may be appropriate to enhance 

the conservation area and these are detailed as follows.  

 

Historic Architecture  

 

Through a Town Scheme, the Council will work in partnership with businesses and owners within the 

conservation area, in order to return the buildings to their original architectural form, for example 

return of storm doors and sash and case windows. 

 

In the case of Main Street, the Council will attempt to facilitate the regeneration of derelict properties 

and in partnership with the owners and other agencies, restore these properties to a viable use through 

development briefs and statutory powers associated with Building Control.  

 

To enhance Main Street, a return to a cobbled street would be desirable as would pedestrianisation of 

Main Street, However, the Council recognises that vehicular access is required to service these 

premises. Therefore, Main Street should be restricted to a single vehicle lane with parking prohibited in 
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that area, except for disabled access. Instead of using painted yellow lines on the roadway, bollards and 

some signs could be used to permit loading and unloading, but to stop parking and to bring about an 

improvement in the appearance of the area.   

  

Although the retention of and return to traditional features will be encouraged, new designs must 

respect the character of the conservation area. Applications for planning permission within the 

Conservation Area will require to be accompanied with a character statement. This statement should 

justify how the development has taken into account the character of the Conservation Area even if the 

application is associated with window or door alterations. Furthermore, the plans submitted with the 

applications should show how the building fits into the streetscape by showing the front and rear 

elevations in relation to the buildings on either side of the proposed development.   

 

Signage 
 

Through a partnership approach with owners, businesses and other agencies, the Council will 

encourage the use of sympathetic signage on Listed Buildings and throughout the conservation area, in 

order to improve amenity. Modern signs should be discouraged and emphasis placed on the return to 

traditional painted signs or plated signs with traditional lighting. There are a number of good examples 

of signage that is sympathetic to the Conservation Area, for example, Irvine’s Bakers on Eglinton 

Street. 

 

However, there are examples of a poor quality of signage within the Conservation Area detract from 

the quality of the Conservation Area. The Council will not allow inappropriate signage to have a 

detrimental impact on the Conservation Area. The Council will declare a Special Control of 

Advertisements within the Conservation Area of Beith and this will remove Permitted Development 

Rights for Advertisements. Once a current advertisement consents lapse (an advertisement consent lasts 

for five years) will be subject to much stricter control and will have to account of the guidance given 

below.  

 

In a general sense, each premises should be limited to one fascia sign and one projecting sign. 

Traditional signs, normally comprising either hand painted or fret cut lettering fixed to a painted timber 

fascia or brass/ steel/ chrome gilt lettering, fixed to the building, will be encouraged. In terms of 

illumination, signs should be discretely designed to provide traditional forms of lighting which are top 

lit.  

 

Projecting signs should either be placed behind the shop window or hung from an appropriate metal or 

wood bracket incorporating external lighting if required. Grants are available for owners of businesses 

within the conservation area and the Council will encourage businesses to apply for these grants in 

order to enable a return to traditional signage, which will enhance the conservation area. 

 

Vacant Upper Floors 

 

Beith has a history of residential properties being located above business premises, and it is the aim of 

this appraisal to encourage the continuation of this feature. Many of the shops within the Eglinton 

Street and Main Street have empty or underused floors. This often brings unwanted problems such as 

structural damage and vandalism that contributes to a poor town centre environment that is 

unattractive.  

 

Utilising vacant upper floors and bringing them back into use as residential accommodation will 

provide much needed smaller units and also at the same time help to regenerate the town centre. More 

importantly, this may also bring a sense of community back to the area and also improve natural 

surveillance during the evenings. 

 

 

Brighter Shopfronts  

 

Brighter Shopfronts have been successfully used in other small town centres in terms of regeneration 

and there is strong evidence that well maintained, attractive town centres that offer a higher quality of 

environment to customers perform significantly better than others.  
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While public realm works have contributed to improving the amenity of town centres it is important to 

ensure that retail frontages are of a high quality. 

 

The Council will encourage businesses to apply for grants through the RAD scheme in order to replace 

poorly designed or damaged shopfronts with appropriate alternatives. This should also be used in 

conjunction with attempts to improve vacant upper floors, in order to improve the entire front elevation 

of the buildings and encourage the reuse of properties that have vacant upper floors by providing a high 

quality and attractive building to live in. 

 

Environmental Initiatives 

 

The Council is responsible for the maintenance of streets and pavements within the conservation area. 

Through this statutory function, the Council will ensure that, where possible, street surfaces, furniture 

and street signage are appropriate to their context. To enhance the conservation area, it is desirable to 

replace modern street signage and lighting with traditional equivalents. 

 

It may be possible to attract partnership funding, in certain circumstances, for environmental 

improvements. In such cases, a firm commitment will be given to creating a scheme that will contribute 

positively to the preservation and enhancement of the conservation area. 

 

Development Briefs 
 

There are a number of gap sites within the conservation area. Development sites within conservation 

areas will normally be the subject of development briefs, which will set out the manner in which the 

Council envisages the site being developed. 

 

The fundamental feature of these briefs is to establish a key design framework for the development. 

This design guidance will identify the scale, massing and design of any new buildings; the use of 

materials and any other aspect of the development, which may affect the character, and appearance of 

the conservation area. 

 

Development briefs will be prepared for such sites that are vacant in the conservation area and will be 

prepared as a supplement to the adopted Local Plan. 

 

Development Control Framework 

 

The development control process provides the Council with the means to ensure that only works which 

are appropriate can be carried out within a conservation area but only if they fall outwith the terms of 

the General Permitted Development Order (GDPO). The Council will therefore only approve a scheme, 

which preserves and/or enhances the character and appearance of the conservation area. 

 

In order for the Council to achieve this, it relies on a series of policies that set out the criteria against 

which new development is assessed. The policies are contained within the adopted local plan and/or 

supplementary planning guidance that is appropriate to the proposal in question. This policy framework 

will be used to determine applications, guide enforcement action and advise members of the public on 

how best to alter their properties.   

 


