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1 November 2020 
 

Dear parent/carer 

Update to Scottish Government guidance for schools and early learning settings 

 
You will be aware of the First Minister’s announcement in parliament on Thursday where she 
confirmed local authority protection levels as part of the country’s response to managing the 

spread of Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19). During that speech, it was announced that North 
Ayrshire has been placed in Protection Level 3 as from Monday 2 November. A summary of what 

this means for everyone is available via this link. 
 
In our schools and early learning and childcare settings, additional protection measures will be 

introduced, in line with newly published government guidance, to ensure that our learning 
environments continue to be as safe as we can make them for everyone. 

 
From Monday 2 November, the following additional changes will come into effect: 
 

• Face coverings* should be worn by adults at all times where they cannot keep two metres 
from other adults and/or children and young people in primary and secondary schools (with 

some exceptions for P1-P2); 

• Face coverings should be worn by adults in Early Learning and Childcare settings when 

physical distancing is not possible, but not when interacting with children; 

• Face coverings should be worn by parents and other visitors to any school site (whether 
entering the building or otherwise), including parents at drop-off and pick-up times; 

• As North Ayrshire is currently in Level 3, pupils in the senior phase (S4-S6) and their 
teachers and support staff should wear face coverings in classrooms, as well as when they 

are moving around the school and in communal areas; 

• Guidance for school staff and pupils at the highest clinical risk (i.e. those who were in the 

shielding group) has also been updated. Parents or carers with children who are at the 
highest clinical risk should discuss with their GP or clinician the individual appropriate 
protective measures at this time, and then call the school to discuss further with the Head 

Teacher. 
 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-protection-levels/pages/protection-level-3/


The wearing of face coverings in our education environments has been becoming more and more 
common over the last few weeks. We continue to encourage secondary aged pupils in particular 
to bring their own re-usable face covering for use in school every day. However, face coverings 

will continue to be provided for anyone who does not have one. 
 

Throughout the coming days, North Ayrshire Council Education Recovery Group and all 
schools/centres will review existing operational plans, including risk assessments and infection  
control measures, in light of the government guidance for education which was published on 

Friday 30 October. Any further changes to local arrangements will be communicated to you as 
soon as possible. 

 
We appreciate that the situation remains challenging for everyone and our resilience and resolve 
will no doubt be tested in the weeks and months ahead, but we are focused on doing everything 

possible, in line with public health and government guidance to keep everyone safe and to keep 
our schools open.  

 
All of us have a part to play in controlling the transmission of this virus and we will continue to 
work in partnership with you to do the right thing for your children, our staff and the wider 

community. 
 

Thank you for your ongoing support and co-operation. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

Andrew McClelland     Caroline Amos 
Head of Service (Education)    Head of Service (Education)   
 

 
 

 
* Please note the current exemptions for people who are unable to wear face coverings for medical  

reasons remain in place. 
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