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Reopening North Ayrshire’s Schools and Early Years Centres 
 
Dear Parent/ Carer, 
  
We are happy to be able to welcome all children and young people back to full time education in 
our schools and early years centres this August. They have been missed by our staff in schools 
who are keen to see them all again.  We have been working on our plans for their return and 
have refined these over the last few days.    
  
We have been grateful for your support over the last four months and know that you will 
continue to support the education service through the period of recovery and the return to 
school.  A partnership approach is needed to ensure that the public health message is 
constantly reinforced and adhered to by everyone in our schools.  On your child’s return we will 
ensure they understand the procedures designed to keep themselves and others safe. The 
FACTS message is our message too and we hope that you will support us by regularly 
reminding your children of the expectations of FACTS to ensure we minimise the risk of 
the infection rate increasing again.  
  
This evening, we met with the chairs of each parent council and shared information and 
responded to a range of questions.  We know they will be in touch with you too.  
  
There will be two in-service days for staff on Monday 10 and Tuesday 11 August. Children and 
young people will return from Wednesday 12 August.  
  
There may be some phasing of the return to school over the first two days of term, depending 
on each establishment’s individual context, configuration and circumstances. All pupils will be 
back in school full time by Friday 14 August. Your child’s head teacher or head of centre will 
write to you over the coming days to give you specific information about the plans in place in 
each school/centre.  
  
For some individuals and groups of children, particularly those with additional support 
needs, specific arrangements for their return will be put in place by the Head Teacher, in 
consultation with parents/carers.  These will be communicated by each school to individual 
parents.  Parents are asked to contact schools if they have any specific concerns about their 
child’s additional support needs. 
  
There may be some changes to the start and finish times of the day as well as minor alterations 
to break and lunch times in order to limit large groupings within the school and manage the 
lunch service as efficiently and safely as possible. You will hear from your child’s school or 
centre if there are going to be any alterations to standard timings.  
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Arrangements for catering are being finalised and these will be explained to you in due 
course. Depending on factors such as the size and layout of the school and the availability 
of facilities on site, there may be a range of approaches taken to school meals initially. In many 
establishments hot meals will be available, while in others we will begin with a cold meal “grab 
and go” option initially.  
 
Information on transport for those who use the school buses or who are collected by taxi will be 
displayed on the council’s website once finalised. Scottish Government guidance is clear that 
school transportation is to be seen as an extension of the school estate. Again, those requiring 
individual, bespoke arrangements will be shared with parents by each school. 
   
You will from your child’s school or centre within the next couple of days.  
  
Yours sincerely  
 

 
 
Andrew McClelland      Caroline Amos 
Head of Service (Education)    Head of Service (Education) 


