


Application form for Mandatory Rural Relief

Mandatory relief of 50% can be awarded to a post office or general store in a designated rural community of less than 3,000 people.

To qualify as a Post Office: the rateable value must not exceed £8,500, the property must be used wholly or partly as a Post Office, within the meaning of the Post Office Act, 1953, and the Post Office must be the only one in a designated rural community.


To qualify as a general store: the rateable value must not exceed £8,500, the ratepayer must be involved wholly or mainly in the retail sale of food for human consumption (excluding confectionery) and general household goods and the general store must be the only one in a designated rural community. 

Mandatory relief of 50% may also be awarded to petrol stations, small hotels and public houses in a designated rural community of less than 3,000 people providing the rateable value of the property does not exceed £12,750.

We have discretionary powers to relieve all or part of the rating liability of any property in a rural settlement where the rateable value is below £17,000. The powers are used to relieve the rates on schools, village halls, car parks and public conveniences and similar properties of general benefit to the community.

Review

Please note your claim will be subject to review. In the meantime Rates are payable in accordance with your Demand Notice. Please also note that we may inspect your premises.  

Do you need help with this form

If you have any questions regarding this application please telephone 01294 324503 from 09.00am to 04.45pm Monday and Tuesday, 10.15am to 04.45pm on Wednesday, 09.00am to 04.45pm on Thursday and 09.00am to 04.30pm on a Friday. You can also visit the public enquiry desk on the ground floor, Cunninghame House, Irvine from 09.00am to 04.45pm Monday and Tuesday, 10.15am to 04.45pm on Wednesday, 09.00am to 04.45pm on Thursday and 09.00am to 04.30pm on a Friday or email the Business Rates Team at businessrates@north-ayrshire.gov.uk.

Business Rates Reference No.




· Please supply the following telephone numbers in case we need to contact you regarding this application.
Telephone No:


Email address:




What is your full name/ the  name of the organisation claiming relief?


What is your correspondence address including postcode? 




What is the full postal address including postcode of the  property where relief is being sought include the name of the rural settlement (if known). 


Please confirm the nature of your business:     
General Store    FORMCHECKBOX 

                                             (Please tick ( )
Post Office         FORMCHECKBOX 
    



Please provide to the best of your knowledge details of other shops and businesses located in your Rural Settlement Area. (This will determine eligibility for relief) Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary.  




Documentary Evidence

In order for your application to be considered you will need to demonstrate that you meet the qualifying criteria as outlined in the attached explanatory notes. Please supply where possible the following information:

For General Stores:

· A copy of your stock control log over the last 12 months detailing all of your stock held and revised orders. 

· Any other evidence you believe verifies your application.

For Post Office:

· A copy of your contract with Post Office Counters Ltd which permits you to operate as a Post Office.   

Declaration

I / We certify that the information supplied is to the best of my knowledge and belief accurate. I / We understand to deliberately provide false information for monetary advantage is a criminal offence. I / We understand that the claim will be subject to review. 

I /We also agree to notify the Council immediately of any change in the nature of my business. 

Name:

Position:


Signature:




Date: 




                                      For office use only – Ref: 

Rateable Value:





Nature of Business:

Period of relief: Start Date       /    /     End Date:    /    / 

Processed by User ID:  _____________________
Date processed:   /    /     

Approved By: _____________________


Review Date:    _____________________ Review memo entered: ___________
Please address correspondence to:  Chief Financial Officer, 
Cunninghame House,  Irvine, KA12 8EE .

http://www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk


